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The Troop’s Fall Kickoff is not until Monday, August 19—more details on that coming soon. However, 
there is a lot of scouting activity happening before then… 
 
A SCOUT IS HELPFUL – Three Upcoming Service Opportunities: 
1) Friday-Sunday, July 26-28 – National Gathering of American Indian Veterans, Cantigny Park 
Scouts and their families/friends are needed for this 5th annual event. Scouts participating will receive 
service hours, as well as the opportunity to meet veterans from all branches and eras from WWII up to 
current day service. Tasks vary throughout the weekend: 
Friday, 4 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. – assisting with event set-up; serving dinner to veterans 
Saturday, 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. – greeting veterans; Opening Ceremony; miscellaneous needs  
Sunday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. – serving breakfast; helping with take down 
For more information, visit: https://www.trickstergallery.com/national-gathering-2019/. To volunteer, 
please contact the Scout Coordinator for this event, Rich Witt at 847-969-1333. 
 

2) Tuesday, July 30, 6-8 p.m. – Northern Illinois Food Bank, 273 Dearborn Court, Geneva, IL 60134 
Sort and pack food for the Northern Illinois Food Bank. Make this a patrol activity or just join the group 
and collect some service hours. Event is dependent on group interest. Scouts MUST RSVP or the event 
may be cancelled. Please email julie@burrittcarlson.com a.s.a.p. if you would like to participate. 
 

3) August 5, 3:45-7:30 p.m. – American Legion Pasta Dinner, Cantigny Park 
The American Legion post at Cantigny is holding their annual pasta dinner. Scouts please sign up to 
help. Take a 2-hour shift from 3:30-5:30 or 5:30-7:30, or come for the whole shift. The American Legion 
is a big supporter of the scouting program. Please email our Scoutmaster at frankejeffers@yahoo.com 
to sign up. 
 
TROOP CALENDARING (for the full calendar, visit http://troop23wheaton.org/) 
Saturday, Sept. 7 – Day At the Racetrack – Blackhawk Farms Raceway, South Beloit, IL 
Take a day trip to a Sports Car Club of America road racing event at Blackhawk Farms Raceway on the 
first weekend in September. This is a 1.8 mile road racing track near Rockford. Scouts that join this 
event will get an up-close look at racing cars of all types; take a look behind the scenes at what it takes 
to operate a racing event—from timing and scoring to corner flagging and emergency safety crews; see 
what it takes to prepare and operate a competitive race car; maybe help out as a crew member on a real 
race car; and last, but not least, enjoy watching an afternoon of competitive races before heading back 
home. 
 
Planning Ahead: An updated troop calendar into 2020 will be out soon; however, there are 3 events the 
boys selected that have additional fees and may require some planning ahead on your calendars as well 
as in the wallet (wreath selling season will be upon us before we know it!). Please note the following so 
your scout can plan accordingly: 

• December 2019 - This year’s end-of-year lock-in is being moved to the Main Event in 
Warrenville. We do not have exact details yet, but for informational purposes, the fee for last 
year's lock-in ranged from $20-$28, and the event is typically held the last weekend of the 
calendar year. More details to come. Website for the Main Event is https://www.mainevent.com/ 

• January 2020 - Sub overnight on USS Silversides and next day Luge in Muskegon, MI over 
MLK Weekend. Exact dates to be announced. These items carry a combined cost of 
approximately $90. See websites for more information on these fun locations, visit 
https://silversidesmuseum.org/ (sub site) and https://www.msports.org/scouts/ (luge site). 

• March 20-22, 2020 - Eagle Cave in Blue River, WI. The boys sleep in and explore the cave. The 
cost is approx. $68 for the weekend event. Find more information on the cave at: 
http://www.eaglecave.net/. 

 



 
SUMMER CAMP 
Adventures & Advancements at Summer Camp: 

• 58 boys attended camp—having fun and getting work done! 
• 28 scouts completed 98 merit badges 
• 13 rank advancements including 2-scout, 5-tenderfoot, 3-2nd class, 1-1st class, and 2 advancing 

to the rank of star 
Some of the other highlights of the week included campfires, two 5-mile hikes—one in pouring rain and 
the other in blazing heat, a late night star walk, bottomless mugs, numerous games of frisbee, & gaga 
ball, a rootbeer float cantina, and "little Timmy" (you'll have to ask your scout about that one) 
 
Sumer Camp Shout Out 
We would also like to thank the 17 adult volunteers who gave so generously of their time and talents to 
participate in Summer Camp. They fostered and encouraged boy-led leadership at every opportunity; 
worked with Scouts on Advancements; conducted Boards of Review; held Scoutmaster Conferences; 
met Scouts’ medical needs; shared meals with Patrols; scored various activities for the Inter-Patrol 
Competition (IPC); supported Scouts efforts in fire-building, knot-tying, and knife/ax-work; led hikes that 
fostered Scouts’ interests in nature and the environment; and collaborated with the Camp’s professional 
staff to support the best possible experience for all our Scouts. Please join us in thanking the following 
dedicated volunteers: our Scoutmaster, Jeff Jeffers; our Committee Chair, Brian Dunbar; our Summer 
Camp Coordinators, Julie Carlson and Mike Halter; Camp Forms Coordinator, Judith Zapf; as well as 
Rick Busse; Jeff Dowell; Doug Kachelmuss; Doug Kurtz; Darren Lange, Russ Mareachen, Marc McKay, 
Mike Michalak, Eric Ostensen, Sherri Sanders, Chris Schaafsma, Brent Wedow, and Dan Zedan. 
 
Please Share Your Summer Camp Photos! 
Adults and Scouts who took photos at our departure for Summer Camp, during Camp or at the Slide 
Presentation Program/Scout Pick-Up are asked to share them at our Troop’s Shutterfly Site. These 
photos will be used to create this year’s annual photo book commemorating Troop 23’s stay at Camp 
Freeland Leslie. This year’s book with be a collaborative effort using the images shared by our families, 
leaders and Scouts. Please follow the instructions below to upload your photos to the site; and thank 
you in advance to everyone sharing their images and helping to create a treasured keepsake of this 
year's adventures. 
 
How to Share Your Camp Photos with Troop 23 

1. Visit https://www.shutterfly.com/ to log in to your Shutterfly account; or create a Shutterfly 
account. There is no charge for an account; and it will allow you to upload images to the site.   

2. Upload your photos to an album in your personal account. Please name the folder “year-month-
day, Event Name.” For example, “2019-06-23, CFL Summer Camp.”  

3. Access the Troop’s photo site using one of two ways:  
a. Go to https://friendsoftroop23.shutterfly.com/. If you’re new to the site, follow the steps to 

secure approval to join. Our Troop’s site administrator will check your information against 
the Troop’s current roster before granting access to Troop images. 

b. Once you have joined the site, you can access the site from your personal Shutterfly 
account. On the “My Shutterfly” home page, click the “Share Sites” link located between 
“My Photos” and the shopping cart icon on the top right side of the screen. 

4. On the Friends of Troop 23 home page, click "Pictures & Videos" located on the top menu bar. 
5. On the Pictures & Videos page, click “+Add Album” located on the line below the menu bar 

toward the center of the page. 
6. On the “+Add Album”page, click “Albums” under the Shutterfly heading and it will take you to 

your Albums. 
7. Click on the album you want to share. 
8. Select all the photos by clicking on the number near the album name on the top of the screen.  
9. Then click the “Add” button on the bottom right. 
10. Repeat as needed to upload the images you wish to share. 

 



 
OTHER IMPORTANT ADVANCEMENT NOTES 

• During the school year, Scouts should be reporting to the advancement table on a regular basis 
to input their advancements into TroopMaster. However, if the boys wish to get caught up on 
their reporting by the end of the summer—which we STRONGLY recommend—they can email 
their pages to our advancement coordinator, Mrs. Noordhoek at julie@burrittcarlson.com.  

• Additionally, some scouts have not reported service logs or camping logs in quite some 
time. Service hours and camping nights are tied to both rank advancements and other outdoor 
awards. Entering the service and camping logs can be a lengthy process for the boys and can 
quickly take up Monday night meeting time. As an alternative option, the boys can also email 
snapshots of the service logs and camping logs to Mrs. Noordhoek at julie@burrittcarlson.com.  

• Lastly, if your scout earned a totin chip or a firem'n chit at summer camp or on a recent campout, 
they should email snapshots of those cards as well. These cards are not recorded in their books 
it is helpful to get them into TroopMaster in case the cards go missing.  

 
ADULT VOLUNTEER RECORDS UPDATE 
We are working to update Troop 23’s Adult Volunteer Records so that the information is current and 
consistent in BSA’s official records, in T23’s Troopmaster records, in our adult volunteer database, and 
on the published organizational chart. Adult volunteers will be receiving emails in late July/early August 
detailing their information currently on file. We’re asking that volunteers watch for that email, review the 
information, revise as needed and reply to the email with confirmation that the information is correct 
and/or with any updates that need to be made. Thanks in advance for your help. 
 
 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS AND/OR FEEDBACK TO SHARE, PLEASE CONTACT: 

• Jeff Jeffers, Scoutmaster at frankejeffers@yahoo.com 
• Brian Dunbar, Committee Chairman at cell: 501.554.001 


